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The compiCation ofthis workjs an attempt to dbcument the 
Cinguistic definitions ofwords andverSs, some tafseer 
commentary, andthe transCation done 6y our brother in 
IsCaam, Nouman^Ci %han in his Quran cover to cover 
project done at the (Bayyinah Institute. It is highCy 
recommended to coupCe this I^DTwith watching the videos 
on (Bayyinah T.1/. to attain mao^imum 6enefit. 
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Surah Hujuraat which begins with the parameters, the 
limits of how we can engage and talk about the 
Prophet (salAllah Alyhi wasallam) and how serious the 
matter of love and respect and loyalty for the Prophet 
is, what the consequences are of not taking these 
matters seriously. 

This Surah is also important because it has the 
principles of Islamic community, what are the building 
blocks of a healthy Muslim community. Community; 
your friends, your social circle, people that you hang 
out with, that's your community. How are you 



supposed to deal with these people? 
Our respect for Messenger JL> j aJIp iil JL?, transition 
into respect for each other: "I've so much love for the 
Messenger JL» j *J* <&i JL>, that if someone else loves 
him, I automatically love him too" 

Ayah 1 
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Sahih International 

O you who have believed, do not put [yourselves] before Allah and His 

Messenger but fear Allah . Indeed, Allah is Hearing and Knowing. 

Nouman Ali Khan 

Those who claim to have Iman, don't put yourselves 
ahead of (right in front of) Allah and His Messenger. 
And be cautious of Allah. Certainly, Allah knows 
everything and Hears everything. 



Ayah2 
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Sahih Intemational 

O you who have believed, do not raise your voices above the voice of the 
Prophet or be loud to him in speech like the loudness of some of you to 
others, lest your deeds become worthless while you perceive not. 

Nouman Ali Khan 

Those who claim to have faith, don't raise your voice 
of the Prophet and don f t you raise your voices at 
him like you do with the others and all your good 
deeds (you did jihad with him (salAllah alyhi sallam), hajj with him, 
spent for Islam, did Qiyam ul Layl; whatever good you have 
accomplished in this life will be gone if you take him (salAllah alyhi wa 
sallam) casually and you won't even realize what just happened.) and 
you will come to Allah with no good deeds. 

Some people have naturally loud voice, induced by 
culture or whatever other reasons. Like the Bedouins 
would speak loudly and when they would come and 
talk to the Prophet they would be loud too but Allah 
says 'no, you don't get your culture here and raise your 
voice above the voice of the Prophet JL> j aJLp iil JU? 
But what does it mean for 'us' now that he is not 
amidst us. How can we not raise our voice above the 
voice of the Prophet Jl*> j <UIp i)l JU? 
The voice is the Prophet JL» j <Up <&i JL? is the Quran - 
they are the words of Allah but who recited them first? 
And also, the Hadith. Suppose someone comes to you 



in the Masjid and says, 'Brother, your pants are Haram. 
I've a Hadith to proof it.' You say, 'You do?' and he 
replies with the Hadith. And you accept it, whether 
the Hadith stated is correct or incorrect. Don't make 
Hadith a contest, or debate, that is something the 
scholars will do and not me and you. Don't argue with 
the Hadith's that is respect. That is not raising you 
voice above the voice of Prophet Ju j <Up i)l jL* If the 
Hadith has element of truth in it, you don't want to be 
on the other side of it. 




Ayah3 



Sahih International 

Indeed, those who lower their voices before the Messenger of Allah - 
they are the ones whose hearts Allah has tested for righteousness. For 
them is forgiveness and great reward. 

Nouman Ali Khan 

No doubt those people who learnt to lower their 
voices in the company of the Messenger (salAllah 
alyhi wasallam) those are the people whose hearts 



have been tested by Allah for Taqwa (here Taqwa means 
respect for the Messenger (salAllah alyhi wasallam). Those are the ones 
who will have forgiveness and great compensation. 



Ayah4 




Sahih Intemational 

Indeed, those who call you, [O Muhammad], from behind the chambers 

- most of them do not use reason. 

Nouman Ali Khan 

Those who are calling you from the other side of the 

apartment, most of them don't even understand 



jbAP- [A3qala] to hold yourself back, and use your 
restraints. 



Ayah5 




iSa/ii/i International 

And if they had been patient until you [could] come out to them, it 

would have been better for them. But Allah is Forgiving and Merciml. 

Nouman Ali Khan 

Had they have a little patient and waited for you to 
come outside, it would have been so much better for 
them. Allah is extremely forgiving and merciral 

Ayah6 




Sahih International 

O you who have believed, if there comes to you a disobedient one with 
intormation, investigate, lest you harm a people out of ignorance and 
become, over what you have done, regrettul. 

Nouman Ali Khan 

Those of you who have claimed faith, if a corrupt 
person comes to you with a new source, a news alert 
- then verify it. Make sure you understand what's 
going on, or else you might afflict a group of people 
ignorantly and hurt someone with your casual 
conversation, then you will be very shameral over 
what you have committed. 
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(^y^ [fasaqa] people just here things and pass it on, 
adding their own version to the story 

Ayah7 

Sa/uTi International 

And know that among you is the Messenger of Allah . If he were to obey 
you in much of the matter, you would be in difficulty, but Allah has 
endeared to you the faith and has made it pleasing in your hearts and 
has made hatetul to you disbeliet, detiance and disobedience. Those are 
the [rightly] guided. 

Nouman Ali Khan 

And you had better know that in your midst is 
Rasoolullah. If you had to obey you in all decision 
making the harm would come upon you, however, 
Allah has beautified Iman in your hearts and He has 
made disbelief , corruption and any sort of 
disobedience disgusting to you. Those are the people 
who are headed in the right direction. 
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Sahih Intemational 

[It is] as bounty from Allah and favor. And Allah is Knowing and Wise. 

Nouman Ali Khan 

It is a huge favor given to you by Allah, luxury and 

ease and Allah is all Knowing, full of wisdom 



Ayah9 
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Sahih International 
And if two factions among the believers should fight, then make 
settlement between the two. But if one of them oppresses the other, then 
fight against the one that oppresses until it returns to the ordinance of 
Allah . And if it returns, then make settlement between them in justice 
and act justly. Indeed, Allah loves those who act justly. 

Nouman Ali Khan 

And if two groups among those you truly believe ( ? Mu ? min, not 

even Muslim) are killing each other but if this happens, then 



let the community make peace between them. But if one of the 
groups rebelled, then all of you (the oppressed and the neutral 
group) fight against the one who rebelled until they come back 
to the command of Allah. Make sure you make peace between 
them with open, transparent, public justice and be fair in your 
personal dealings as well 

jJS> [a3dala] fair, public justice 

£13 [faa'a] If you were in a bad state, and then you 
came back to the good state. 

4jii y>\ [am'ru ALLAHi] the command of Allah, the 

peace that was made between the groups was because 
of the command of Allah. 

\j Mk 2>\ [iq'tataloo] to kill. Allah is disgusted by this act 

of killing each other. Muhammed JL j Up i>! J^ has 
described the Ummah as a single body, so you are 
taking a knife and cutting up one of your limbs, aren't 
you suicidal? 



Ayah 10 
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Sahih Intemational 

The believers are but brothers, so make settlement between your 

brothers. And fear Allah that you may receive mercy. 
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Nouman Ali Khan 

True brothers are literally sibling brothers and fighting is 
natural so make peace between them. And have fear of Allah 
so that you receive mercy. 



Ayah 11 
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Sahih International 

O you who have believed, let not a people ridicule [another] people; 
perhaps they may be better than them; nor let women ridicule [other] 
women; perhaps they may be better than them. And do not insult one 
another and do not call each other by [offensive] nicknames. Wretched 
is the name of disobedience after [one T s] faith. And whoever does not 
repent - then it is those who are the wrongdoers. 

Nouman Ali Khan 

Those who claim to believe, let them not make fun of other 
people, it may be that they are better than you are (in the eyes 
of Allah) and especially women; don ? t be putting each other 
down, maybe those women are better than they are. And don ? t 
call each other insulting nicknames (whether good(sarcastic) 
or bad). Dirty words, cuss words, offensive words are terrible 
after faith. And whoever doesn ? t repent, they are in fact the 
who are wrongdoers. 

jv [lamaza] to pick up someone's £laws, be 
condescending to others 



Ijjjui [tanaabazoo] hateful words; 'hey, Shorty', 'hey, 
fat stuff , 'hey, freckles' 

olSJl [al'qaabun] is used for good words/adjectives 



IjJjUj & oUul are used here together because it 

includes 'sarcasm'. You can use good words to call 
someone but imply sarcasm to it like, 'Hey, "genius" 
come here!' Genius is a good word but not when say it 
sarcastically. Allah forbids that as much as the 
condescending words. 

[Too much joking around can take away respect, you 
can call your friend 'Man! Bro!' but not you teachers] 



Ayah 12 
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Sahih International 

O you who have believed, avoid much [negative] assumption. Indeed, 

some assumption is sin. And do not spy or backbite each other. Would 

one of you like to eat the flesh of his brother when dead? You would 

detest it. And fear Allah ; indeed, Allah is Accepting of repentance and 

Merciful. 

Nouman Ali Khan 

Those who have claimed to have faith, stay away as much as 
possible from making assumptions. The only thing left after 
assumptions is sin and don ? t spy/eavesdrop/listen-in on one 
another. And don ? t backbite about one another. Would any of 
you love that he eats the flesh of his brother as he lies there 
dead? You would be disgusted by the thought. No doubt Allah 
is continually accepting tawbah and He is always merciful. 

jlp [than-nun] assuming the intent/confident 
assumptions of the other 

\jL*JL*??£ *i don't spy/eavesdrop/don't follow on one 
another 



Ayah 13 






Sahih International 

O mankind, indeed We have created you from male and female and 
made you peoples and tribes that you may know one another. Indeed, 
the most noble of you in the sight of Allah is the most righteous of you. 
Indeed, Allah is Knowing and Acquainted. 

Nouman Ali Khan 

O people, We have created you from male and female (which 
means you are one family) and We are the ones who made you 
different kinds of populations and tribes/nations so that you 
can recognize one another/so that you can appreciate the 
diversity of the cultures in the world. No doubt the most 
respected among you are the ones who have the most urge to 
protect themselves; the most careful. No doubt Allah knows 
everything, He is fully aware. 

Ayah 14 

Sahih International 

The Bedouins say, "We have believed." Say, "You have not [yet] 
believed; but say [instead], T We have submitted,' for faith has not yet 
entered your hearts. And if you obey Allah and His Messenger, He will 
not deprive you from your deeds of anything. Indeed, Allah is Forgiving 
and Merciful." 



Nouman Ali Khan 

The Bedouins say, "We have come to Islam. I f m Muslim, you 
know." Tell them, "You haven't come to believe, you should 
say, Tve only accepted Islam,' because the real faith hasn't 
entered into your hearts. And if you obey Allah and His 
Messenger, He will not take away your deeds in any way, 
shape or form. Certainly, Allah is extremely forgiving, always 
mercitul. 

[You don't get to judge people's Iman. That 
judgement is only for Allah. Labelling is a disease of 
the heart; even Allah doesn't do that Himself. ] 



Ayah 15 
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Sahih International 

The believers are only the ones who have believed in Allah and His 
Messenger and then doubt not but strive with their properties and their 
lives in the cause of Allah . It is those who are the truthful. 

Nouman Ali Khan 

No doubt true believers are the ones who have come to believe 
Allah and His Messenger, then they did not doubt at all and 
they struggled with their money and lives in the path/mission 
of Allah. Those are in fact the truthful. 



Ayah 16 



Sahih International 

Say, "Would you acquaint Allah with your religion while Allah knows 
whatever is in the heavens and whatever is on the earth, and Allah is 
Knowing of all things?" 

Nouman Ali Khan 

Tell them, "Are you going to teach Allah what Iman is, while 
Allah knows whatever is in the heavens and the earth, and 
knowing of all things?" 



Ayah 17 
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Sahih International 

They consider it a favor to you that they have accepted Islam. Say, "Do 
not consider your Islam a favor to me. Rather, Allah has conferred favor 
upon you that He has guided you to the faith, if you should be truthful." 

Nouman Ali Khan 

Then they say/impose you of the fact that they are doing a big 
favor upon you by becoming Muslim. Say, ? Don ? t you shove 
your favor on my face. Rather, Allah has done a favor upon 



you; that He guided you to real faith, if in fact you are 
committed to the truth 1 . 



j* [man-na] to show somebody/ impose "look, what I 
have done for you!" 

Ayah 18 
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Sahih International 

Indeed, Allah knows the unseen [aspects] of the heavens and the earth. 

And Allah is Seeing of what you do. 

Nouman Ali Khan: 

No doubt about it Allah knows the unseen of the skies and the 
earth and Allah is in full view of all the things you are up to, 
everything you are doing. 



